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Introduction

The mandate of the North Shore Black Bear Society is to reduce human-bear encounters through

education, cooperation and community support.

The Society focuses on:

*  Reducing the accessibility of unnatural food sources to wildlife in residential areas;

*  Forming and maintaining working relationships with staff of the three North Shore
municipalities, organizations that work to reduce wildlife attractants in the community or
protect and enhance natural wildlife habitat, groups who work or recreate in or close to
wildlife habitat, and the Conservation Officers Service;

*  Preventing the unnecessary deaths of bears which can result from bears accessing unnatural
food sources in residential areas and spending too much time near houses and roadways;
and

*  Promoting and fostering the public’s understanding and awareness of, and participation in,
the respect and preservation of wildlife and wildlife habitat.

This report covers the work that was completed between November 1, 2020, and October 31,
2021.

As of January 1, 2021, Luci Cadman is the Executive Director and is currently the only paid staff
member of the Society.



Wildlife Sighting Reports

North Shore residents and visitors have several options for reporting sightings and encounters
with wildlife. One option is to file a report to the BC Conservation Officer Service (BC COS)
through the Report All Poachers and Polluters (RAPP) line in Victoria (1-877-952-7277). These
calls are shown on the Wildlife Alert Reporting Program (WARP) map — available on the
WildSafeBC website. Society Executive Director, Luci Cadman, receives alerts via the WARP daily.
Another option is to contact the North Shore Black Bear Society through the Bearline (604-990-
BEAR, press 2) or cell phone, call or text (604-317-4911). This year, the Society responded to 826
calls from residents and visitors. Further reports were received via Facebook Messenger,
Instagram, website (northshorebears.com), email (nsbbsociety@gmail.com) and in-person.
Residents contact the Society to:

- Report a wildlife sighting

- Request signage

- Report attractants in their neighbourhood

- Request canvassing

- Obtain Information or support with wildlife challenges

The following statistics summarize the reports received between November 1, 2020 and
October 31, 2021.
The Society compiled the following data by maintaining a spreadsheet of the reports made to

the Society.
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Educational Resources

Our biggest project of 2021 was the creation and launch of a new website. Graphic designer,
Sean Herschmiller, donated his time to assist Luci Cadman who created all the content. New
features include a donate button, workshop request forms, prompt to share our ‘Bear in Mind’
information to everyone who makes a bear report and extensive information on the best
practices for living and exploring in areas where bears live.

We are proud to share that our website has received over 10,000 visits since being launched
on August 23, including 465 visits on launch day. We will continue to expand and improve our
website and winter 2021 plans include introducing a ‘Cubs Corner’ to the site, which will be an
engaging educational resource for young people.

o 604 317 4911

DONATE

BLACKBEARS LIVING EXPLORING RESOURCES~ ABOUTv HUCKLEBERRY RAFFLE

NORTH SHORE BLACK BEAR SOCIETY
Suppeorting the coovislonce of peeplle and bears!

The North Shore Black Bear Society is a non-profit organization supporting responsible coexistence of
people and bears through education.

NORTH SHORE

BLACK BEAR BOCHTY

Respectfully observing bears and analyzing data we have collected has allowed us to understand common
behavioural traits, seasonal habits, their motivations, how we should respond to bears during an encounter
and steps we can take to set boundaries and encourage bears to spend less time close to homes. Itis a
privilege to share what we have leamed from bears with residents and visitors to the North Shore, as well as
our growing online community.

Our work and new logo is dedicated to Huckleberry, a young bear from Deep Cove who captured our hearts > :
in the summer of 2020. ) !
Win a fine art canvas of Huckleberry in our fall fundraiser and first ever raffle!

LIVING IN BEAR COUNTRY ‘ EXPLORING IN BEAR COUNTRY

This year, we decided to retire our original logo (right) and we

reached out to our community to see if someone would

volunteer their skills to design the new logo we had in mind.

Squamish artist, Monica Lovenmark, who we knew from a

previous collaboration when she worked with Metro

NORTH SHORE Vancouver, offered to help. Our new logo (left) was inspired

BLACK BEAR SOCIETY by a photograph of a young male bear, Huckleberry, who was

killed in the summer of 2020. His story captured the hearts of

the community, and it was only fitting for this special Deep BLNACKBOEAR
Cove bear to be immortalized through our logo. sectrEmTy




Educational Resources

Over the winter, Executive
Director, Luci was asked to do
several media interviews on
coyotes and cougars, which
prompted a redesign of our one-
page guides. These resources are
based on the best practices for
sharing the space with these
animals and promote responsible
coexistence. The Society offers
coyote and cougar workshops,
and these two resources are also
available in Mandarin on our
website.

We keep our social media
accounts active over the winter by
sharing information on coyotes
and cougars, as sightings typically
increase over fall and winter.
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increasing due to habitat fragmentation and loss, which often gives them no choice
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navigating life independently of their mother, and old or injured cougal

cougars and humans are rare. Cougars have survived by being predominantly noctu

Cougars travel extensively and have large home rang
elevations and closer to people.

Help to keep pets and cougars safe
* Feed pets inside and store excess food indoors. %
* Supervise dogs closely if off-leash on your property
* Keep dogs leashed and carry bear spray and a flashlight if
you are outside with your dog between dusk and dawn
Outdoor cats encourage increased coyote and cougar activity.
Roaming cats are at risk year-round, at any time of day or night.

We encourage raising cats indoors with outdoor time on a
harness or in a supervised and secure catio.

Off-leash dogs are involved in more than half of all negative wildlife
encounters. Keeping your dog on a short leash on trails and in wilderness
areas greatly reduces the risk to everyone. A cougar could see your pet as as
food and harassment from off-leash dogs can pressure a cougar to act
defensively. Cougars may seek safety in a tree. Leave the area and do not
corner them.

Exploring in cougar country

Cougar attacks on humans are exceptionally rare. Cougars regularly travel
through urban areas and local trail systems without incident. To help further
reduce risk to people, pets and wildlife, follow these best practices when
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Help to keep pets and coyotes safe

Encounters between coyotes and domestic dogs typically increase in the
spring and summer months when the coyote family is responsible for raising
young. During this time, coyotes are more assertive and may follow you and
your dog to push you away from an area. Your dog, however friendly and
playful, will be seen as a risk to coyotes who are not domesticated. To a
coyote, your dog is a threat to food, their safety and their family. Pressure
from dogs (especially those off-leash) can cause defensive behaviour from
coyotes, who may signal to their family for help. Most encounters between
coyotes and our family dogs are defensive in nature. It is not common for
coyotes to seek dogs as a food source, but efforts should be made to protect
both pets and coyotes from injury.

® Feed pets inside

Store excess pet food securely indoors

Install lighting outside your home

Scan your property before allowing pets outside
Supervise dogs closely if off-leash around your home
Keep dogs on a close leash on trails

Always leash pets if signage indicates to do so

Leash your dog and carry a flashlight if you are
anywhere outside with your dog between dusk and
dawn. Carry a small airhorn if you live in an area with lots.
of coyote activity
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Outdoor cats encourage coyotes, cougars and birds of prey to seek
opportunities close to our homes. Roaming cats are vulnerable year-round, at
any time of day or night. We encourage raising cats indoors with outdoor time
on a harness or in a supervised and secure outdoor area. Whilst coyotes
receive much of the blame for missing cats, studies have shown that domestic
pets make up less than 2% of their diet. Pets are not a reliable food source,
but these canines have a natural chase instinct. Outdoor cats are at higher
risk from vehicles, other cats, dogs, raccoons, disease and poisons.

Smaller pets, chickens and livestock
Ensure enclosures are sturdy and secure with heavy mesh wire. Regularly
check for access points. Store excess food in a secure location.

Properly maintained electric fencing will help to deter an array of wildife,
including bears.
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Help to reduce activity close to homes

From fruit to frogs and rats to rabbits, these opportunistic omnivores eat
most things. Coyotes eat mice, squirrels, hares, deer, insects, fish, eggs,
garbage, and occasionally, pets. Much of their diet is rodents, making them
a great natural pest control. By managing rodent attractants on your
property, you reduce important food sources for coyotes and their reason
for staying close to homes.

* Seeds, nuts and suet bring a variety of wildlife into the neighbourhood.

Instead, plant to encourage birds. Never intentionally feed any wildlife

« Keep garbage, organics and recycling as odour free as possible. Keep
in a secure area until morning of collection
Pick fruit early and allow to ripen indoors. Collect fallen fruit daily and
store in a secure area. If you cannot commit to managing fruit trees,
please remove them
Secure chickens and livestock
Raise cats indoors and supervise dogs on your property
Wildlife and pets are suffering and dying from rodenticides. Remove
rodent attractants or use humane methods. Never use poison!
Secure spaces under decks/sheds and clear overgrown areas often to
reduce denning opportunities on your property

If you encounter a coyote

Coyotes are naturally timid and wary of people. It is important that we
ecourage them to remain that way . We can set clear boundaries by never
intentionally feeding or approaching them and by communicating when
they enter our personal space or property. Coyotes are curious animals
who are alert to threats and may observe your movements to ensure you
are not a danger. Coyotes may follow you and your dog to escort you away
from their area - this is not aggressive behaviour. Ensure your dog is
leashed and calmly leave the area. Coyotes, and many other wild animals,
have a natural chase instinct and it is important not to run.
If you have a close encounter and the coyote does not leave:
* Pick up small children and pets
 Intimidate the coyote by making yourself look big and maintaining eye
contact
* Use a firm, assertive tone and tell the coyote to leave. Clap your hands
and be persistent
Using these methods to set boundaries will teach coyotes to avoid us.
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exploring in cougar country: * Sta
® Travel in groups. Avoid exploring alone * Pic
* Be aware of your surroundings, making sure to observe in all directions * Slo
* Avoid wearing headphones * Be
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* Keep children close and in sight. Their small size and erratic movements ~ possiblc
make it harder for cougars to identify them as human eye cor

* Avoid hiking between dusk and dawn when cougars are most active slowly ¢
* Keep dogs on a close leash respons
* Be alert for sign (tracks/scat) or food sources, such as deer in the area as wildl
* Cougars cache their food. If you find dead wildlife, slowly leave the area  person:
* Cougar kittens are well hidden, but if you happen to find their hiding encoun
spot, leave the area as females may defend their young only to

® Carry bear spray. Have it immediately accessible and know when and cougar
how to use it. Practice with inert spray eyes an

Cougars play an important role in maintaining a healthy and balanced ecosystem. Seq
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Educational Resources
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Siack bears live, rest and raize cubs in the forest; however, it is common for
them to pass through neighbournoods. Coexistence with these pesceful
animais &5 possible if we learn their reasons for being in urban areas and f we.
take steps $0 minimize f00d OPP around homes. The

popustion [females and their Cubz, young, O/ of injurad bears) szek safety
from cominant male bears by OCCupying aress cioser to pecple. Increased
human and cog activity aliows littie tme for bears 1o forage and rest without
interTuption in their home. Residents iving Soze to forests, parks and trais
may zee increased Caytime activity, s bears seek quiet gardens o svoid
people and pets. Bears are most active from March to late December;
daytime actvity i normal. We have a responsibility to make sure we are not
inviting beers to our home. Bears that fing food from humans are often killed
— induding cubs. Relocation is rarely an option, and itis not the sclution. If 8
Dear iz removed from an area, ancther will zoon take their place.

With & few simple actions, mmmnmmymdnmnbelr mmmmmwm These are some of the.

mast Y reported be and zome p
. wmwmw«pm-umm(wwm-mmuwnnm uniess
out for collection. L ts are not Proot. Wrap crganics in newspaper and freeze odorous

food scraps to reduce smeil and keep carts clean. Wash carts reguiary with 8 water anc vinegar solution. If you have a
<carport, we advise investing in 8 secure endosure Of Lzing bungee cords to attach binz/carts to 8 secure ructure to
prevent them from being tipped (which i typicaily how bears gain accesz:). Garbage, Crganics and recyciables are not
permitted at curbzice until the very morming of collection, as per bytaw in the District of West Vancouver, the City of
North Vancouver and the District of North Vancouver. Visit your municpal website for specific set-out instructions.
Downioed the collection schedule app to receive important senvice sierts and reminders.

= Fruit trees: Pick all fruit early, aliow to ripen inside. Collect falien fruit daily and store in 8 secure ares. inztall anc
mantain electric fancing, If you Cannot commit to managing fruit trees, we Strongly ENcourage removing them.

*  Bird seed, suet and hummingbird feeders: Siack bears are agjle climbers with a long reach; it & almast impassible to
hang a feecer they cannot access. Plant to encoursge bircs or feed very smail amounts in the lste winter months caly
‘when you are home 10 enjoy the birds. Bears are active duning the day - dringing feeders in at night is not the solution.

*  Recycling: Wash milk jugs, food containers, cans and jars. Rinze beverage botties and canz. Store recyciables ina
secure area until collection morning. Find out more at- recyciebc.aa.

* Garage doors: Bears may enter an open garage out Of CuniQsity OF in s287Ch of f00d O sheiter. Keep garsge doors
ciosed at all bmes, unless you are in the immediate area.

*  Beehives and backyard chickens: Install anc maintain electric fencng, Keep feed in 8 secure ares. A permit, inspection
and electric fencing may be mancatory. Visit your municpal wedsite for further information.

*  Other attractants: Pet focd. Dirty SEQ grils and grease traps. Outcoor ficges and freezers. Petroleum products.

* Vehides: Keep venicie: free of all food and garbage. Keep windows cicsed and all doors locked. If you notice 8 Dear on
your property or ciose 0 your vehicle, trigger the vehicie's alarm.

* I a bear is spending Time on your property: Remove and secure any f00d Zources. Bears return to areas where they
have been ; engure all re: and they will lsarn to change their route. It is important that
'we set boundaries and teach bears not to become comfortable on our properties. If you notice a bear, g0 to 8 safe
place (deck/open wincow), make eye contact anc use 2 firm tone. Be persistent and tell the bear to move on. Besrs
uncerstand tone, keep encouraging them to lesve.

Mummnm,kagiumh.

Bears can be actve year-round, ezpecially if they have accez: to unnatural foods. Never approsch 2 bear intentionaily.
* Usze your voice 1o alert wildife of human presence when traveliing on trails and if travelling anywhere at night.
*  ifyou encounter a bear: stay caim, spesk to them in a calm voice (in any language) and siowty beck away.
* OffHeash cogs are involved in many negative encounters between humans anc wikiife. We advise leashing
dogz on trails. Avweys adhere t0 leash requirements, which are in piace to protect people, pets and wilclife.
Help uz to target ecucation and coliect vaiuable cata by reporting all North Shore bear Sightings to us:
northshoredears.com modnamm call or text 604 317 4911

Outreach to New Homeowners

To increase sustainability, we redesigned our
new homeowner outreach, which meant we
could omit the additional rack card. In 2021, we
increased our new homeowner project — our
‘Welcome to Bear Country’ letters are now
tailored to attached and detached homes. New
homeowners on the North Shore are mailed a
copy of this letter which shares information on
bear behaviour and some of the best practices
for living and exploring in bear habitat.

A note was added in Mandarin, Korean and Farsi
to let residents know the information is
important and they should have it translated.
This was the first step in making our resources
more accessible to North Shore residents.

‘Welcome to Bear Country’ mailout:

North Vancouver: 796
West Vancouver: 522

Bear in Mind

This year, the Society updated its guide to
black bears. This PDF is shared with
everyone who makes a report to us
through our website or via email or text.
We share this resource with Block Watch
captains, schools and other groups and
we always encourage others to share.
This guide details the best practices for
living and exploring in bear country, bear
behaviour and how to respond during an
encounter.

Our 'Bear in Mind’ resource also has a
note in Mandarin, Korean and Farsi asking
residents to translate the information.
We are pleased to offer a full translation
of this resource in Mandarin on our
website.
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Welcome to the North Shore., & diverze ecozystem rich with widlife ~ induding
biack bearz. Coexistence with theze pesceful srimal i pozsible i we lesrn
about their behsviour and their reszons for being in Lrban sress. Bisck bearz
live, rest and raize ther young in the North Shore forests; however, it is
common for them The vuinerable
(femsies anditheir cubz, your\g o or injured bear) ek safety from
> o people. Expect to see bears
on tral, rozzing roecs, ot the beach and inresidentialsreaz. Bears are ozt
active from March to late December. itz mrmllm.eeu\emdumgme day.
We have s ©
ofter 2 rarelyan
nau'm. dit i ion. 1f 2 besr iz from an ares, ancther
will 200 take their place. The North Shore Black Bear Society supports
rezporsible coexistence through education.

Vi o few simple actors, we can dramaticaly redice a bear's reazan for staying dose to homes. These are some of the
frequently practzes

Keepi jon (dased garage, sturdy and locked endlozure/shed] at il Smes, unless
cut for collection. Container iz should be clozed and secured at all times. Lockable carts are besrresiztant, not bear-
proof. Wrap arganics and p: zmell clesn.

© Frult trees: Pick all it ey, dowturpeﬂ incide. Collect fallen it daiy and store n 8 secure ares. Inctall and
msintain electric fencing. lf‘r\nmnmmbemunlged wew:mmge remoiing them.

* Bird seed, suet and inck bears are agie = with 8 long resch; it & simest impozzible to
mg- eeder they i birds or feed very small amounts in the late winter months
joy them. Bearz are € Y —brnging i

. uqdugw._nmm,u;: = and jars. Rinze and carz. Store

secure sres. Find out mare st: recyclebe.ca.

* Garage doors: Besrs may enter 3n open garage out of curiosity or in search of food o shelter. Keep garage doors
losed st sl times, unlezz you 3 in the immedate ares.

Inztall and mairzsin Keep feed ina zecure area. A permit, inzpection

and electric fencing may be mandatary. Vit you i

* Other attractants: Fe:‘ooiDunyBBQgE-Mwnp;W'n =. Petroleum products.

* Vehicles: Kesp of all food o ~.mu|aaov|e¢ee ¥ you notice  besr on
your property or doze to your ehde,rg«mevth-de slarm.

* Ifabear visits your property: It s important tht you zet boundaries. As 200n a3 you natice the besr,

£0t0 3 22 place (deck/open window), make sye contact and uze 8 firm tone. Be persistent and ANIC
encourage the besr to move on. Bears are inteligent and understand, by our tone, when they sre
{providing you them with food).

Feeding bears, even unintentionally, is against the law.

Bears can be active yesrround, espesially i they b | foods. D
%0 run away when they see you or your pet. Bears are nat fearful of people and we do not wart them tobe.
They are adapting avoid sway Never

(ezpecaly for s you could pr efe or puzh them into
the psth of snother i bears to mak humansz, but we must
respect their perzonsl zpace. Be prepered to see a bear an the North Shore:

" Use your voiceto slert wilide of human prua\mwhenu’milngennl and i traveling srywhers st night.
. Iy
. Wmdwwnw’mmmmvneglweuwvmmnmuwml&Wemmhmrgdngm
which are in place pets and wildife.
Help son snd cata by reporting sll North Shore bear sightings to u=:
com call or text 604 317 4911




Canvassing

With the help of volunteers, we distributed educational information to homes in all 3
municipalities. Residents living in hotspot communities may have received a copy of our ‘Bear
in Mind’ letter, which offers more solutions for securing carts and further information on bear
behaviour. Executive Director, Luci, also did 5 home visits, one strata visit to advise on

improvements to their garbage enclosure and presented an outdoor workshop to a strata
community in Lynn Valley.

Bear-in-area hangers

CNV: 452
DNV: 2232
DWV: 653

When the Society learns of bear activity, there is a coordinated approach to education with
signs and door-to-door canvassing and/or email distribution to Block Watch and anyone
reporting to us via email or text. We also responded to active reports to observe bear
behaviour and provide education to those in the area.
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Bear-in-Area Signs

CNV: 33
DNV: 174
DWV: 75 (placed by West Vancouver District Park staff)



Workshops

School Presentations

In 2020, we continued to offer outdoor workshops and virtual workshops via Zoom and
Microsoft Teams. Our presentations align with the redesigned curriculum in multiple subject
areas from Kindergarten to Grade 12. When bear activity is reported close to a school, we send
our one-page guide to black bears to the school administration and encourage sharing with

students, staff and families in addition to offering free workshops.

P>

P L PR CNV =2, approx. 50 students \\/IVAEﬁz(JUVER
- . DNV - 19 approx. 1300 students
School District DWV -4 approx. 100 students SCHOOLS

the natural place to learn

The North Vancouver School District has added the Society’s website to their resources page and
helped us with outreach by including information on responsible coexistence in the October
Superintendent’s report, which goes out to all staff and families.

Public and Private Workshops

As well as hosting our own public workshops, we collaborated with others to offer additional public
and private workshops to: North Shore Multicultural Society; North Vancouver District Public
Library; West Vancouver District Public Library; North Vancouver Recreation and Culture
Commission; Maplewood Flats; Lynn Canyon Ecology Centre; North Vancouver Community
Association; multiple Sparks, Guides, Brownies, and Scouts Canada groups; Golden Age Hiking Club
and Amica Senior Living.

Wy Kont

MULTICULTURAL WILD BIRD TRUST
' of British Columbia SCOUTS CANADA

Bear Awareness Training

Enhanced bear behaviour and best practices training was provided to
Metro Vancouver — Lower Seymour Conservation Reserve Park Rangers, ECROP consult and Fresh

Air Learning.
BEST PRACTICES FOR ENJOYING AREAS wm

~a metrovancouver
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Black bears live, rest, and raise cubs in the forest PSEIELSTINATIRCEITILEY

. H - this is their home. Coexistence with these suprise encounter
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Traditional Media

Interviews by reporters provide opportunities for the Society to reinforce the messages
about attractant management, bear behaviour and and best practice for living, working

and exploring in bear country.

Media provided these opportunities:

TV: 7 — Global BC, CTV Vancouver, CTV Morning Live Vancouver,
Radio/podcast: 11 — Jill Bennet Show, CKNW, Fur-Bearers Defender radio, News1130,
CBC Radio, First Nations Radio Vancouver, Sterling Moss Show, Mike Smith Show, Global

BC

Print Articles: 23 — Featured in at least 23 print/internet articles — North Shore News,
Global BC, News 1130, CTV Vancouver, North Shore Daily Post, Vancouver Sun, Daily Hive

News

Executive Director, Luci, writes regular columns for local news media throughout the
season. Pigue Newsmagazine: 3, North Shore Daily Post: 3

'Terrible time': North Shore bear
advocate bemoans death of seven
bruins in July despite education
efforts

2021 has been a ‘terrible’ summer for bears, society says
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A bear eats berries in a North Vancouver backyard in July 2020. | Fabio
Mortari

Social Media

We continued to increase our social media
outreach by creating educational and
engaging content. Social media followers
and engagement has steadily increased,
thanks to many sharing our content. One
post regarding orphaned cubs in West
Vancouver was shared 3.4k times on
Facebook alone and the information was
exposed to over 250,000 people.

We also created educational content for
our YouTube channel with Ellie Lamb.

Online Community:
7035 Instagram
7928 Facebook
426 Twitter

Don’t approach bears!

Always give bears lots of personal space

eeta bear, putyour phone
away and be present

The Bear Facts: Give B.C. bears a
break

Luci Cadman urges people to give bears some space as they get

ready to hibernate
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Oct 23, 2021 8:00 AM By: Luci Cadman

Feeding bears, even unintentionally, can lead to hefty fines. | Photo
courtesy of the North Shore Black Bear Society

Don't invite a curious bear into your
home or garage!
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Keep lower level doors, windows, sheds and
garage doors closed unless you are in the
immediate area.

Bears who enter confined spaces are killed.
NSBBS

Bearly Awake but Already Active on North Shore

We are aware of 10 bears that are active across the District of North Vancouver and
District of West Vancouver, writes Luci Cadman.
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Bear in mind
When you're exploring in areas
where bears live:

DON'T LITTER. TAKE ALL GARBAGE AND
[t = FOOD HOME

; NEVER LEAVE FOOD UNATTENDED.

% LEAVE PICNIC AREAS CLEAN

4
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DON'T ALLOW BEARS TO TAKE YOUR FOOD.
CARRY BEAR SPRAY AND USE A FIRM TONE

IF A BEAR APPROACHES



Community Events

COVID restrictions continued to impact most of our regular community

events, but we set up independently at parks and trailheads throughout
the season.

Over the summer, we teamed with AdventureSmart BC for two events at
Regional Parks in North Vancouver, Co-hosted ‘Bear Day’ with Elders
Council for Parks at BC Heritage House and visited Rice Lake to host two
guided trail walks with NatureKids Vancouver.

Find us celebrating River's Day at
Wagg Creek Park
Sunday September 26th, 10am-2pm
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Community Projects

We presented our bear workshops to all students at Eastview Elementary in North Vancouver.
Society volunteer and Eastview Grade 2/3 teacher, Danielle Herschmiller, embraced the curiosity
and advocacy of her students by designing a literacy lesson plan to create educational posters on
attractants and bear encounters. We shared the students’ posters on our social media channels
over the summer and our community loved them. Engaging young minds is an important part of
our outreach and we are grateful to have strong relationships within the two North Shore School

Districts.
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Brockton School in North Vancouver surprised us in late 2020, by generously donating a
tree for us to decorate at the Lynn Valley Parade of Trees. With only a few days to source
decorations, we reached out to the community. One local artist painted baubles of well-
known North Shore bears and a knitted and wooden bear were kindly donated. We really

enjoyed contributing to this magical community event.




Bear Management and Community Partnerships

North Vancouver, July 2021. Photo: Fabio Mortari North Vancouver, July 2021. Photo: Luci

We are aware of 9 black bears losing their lives on the North Shore this season. Seven bears were
killed by the BC COS as of October 31° 2021 — 3 in the District of North Vancouver and 4

in the District of West Vancouver. In addition, a female bear was hit by a vehicle on the highway in
West Vancouver and was euthanized by BC COS, and a male bear was killed on the highway in West
Vancouver.

A 5-month-old cub was orphaned by BC COS in July and was not captured. We made efforts to
assist the BC COS and engage Critter Care to help with capture, but it was decided by the Provincial
Wildlife Biologist and Provincial Veterinarian that no action would be taken unless the cub’s
behaviour or condition changed, or if the cub was reported getting into conflict. The North Shore
Black Bear Society does not agree a residential area next to the highway is a suitable location and
the BC COS failed to execute the duty of care to the cub they orphaned. We presume the cub
starved or succumbed to predation as no reports of them were received since the summer, despite
huge efforts from the community to locate the orphan.

The body of the male bear who was killed by a vehicle on Highway 1, close to Exit 4 in West
Vancouver was moved to Cypress Provincial Park by highway maintenance company, Miller
Capilano. The body was clearly visible from a parking lot. Despite extensive efforts to engage BC
COS to remove the decaying carcass, BC COS failed to respond to this public safety risk. The NSBBS
shared education with Cypress Mountain staff and a Miller Capilano manager regarding the carcass
being a wildlife attractant.

For 3 days, we assisted the BC COS and District of North Vancouver Parks staff with closing down
trailheads at Mt Fromme, and provided bear awareness education to those attempting to access
the trails.

Most of these bears were killed because they found readily accessible unnatural food sources in
residential areas (garbage, food scraps, fruit, bird seed and unsecured chickens) and according to
BC COS, because they entered ‘confined’ spaces. The Society will continue to inform North Shore
residents about how to effectively reduce attractants and to secure lower-level doors when not in
the immediate area, as well as further the education about other reasons bears spend time in our
communities.

The partnerships with Engineering, Solid Waste, Bylaws, Communications and Parks Departments
in the North Shore municipalities and the Conservation Officer Service are important to provide
consistent messaging about the responsibilities of living in bear country.

One way to maintain and strengthen community partnerships is through the North Shore Bear
Working Group (NSBWG) that was formed in 2018. The NSWG includes staff from the three
municipalities and representatives from the RCMP, West Vancouver Police Department and
Conservation Officer Service and representatives of the Society. These partners can work
collaboratively to reduce unnecessary bear deaths.



Plans for 2022

Photo: Tony Joyce

The North Shore Black Bear Society will look closely at the locations of the 2021 bear
sighting reports and bear deaths, identify “hot spots” for bear activity, and target proactive
education in these areas. Over the winter, we will update our print materials to reflect the
data we have collected and analyzed, as well as the needs of our community. We intend to
update all our print materials with our new logo and engaging more accessible content.

We intend to expand our team, if funds allow, and we will be seeking to hire one part-time
staff member to assist with administration and volunteer engagement during the summer
months.

In addition, the Society plans to continue to encourage the provincial government ministries
to assess and update its wildlife management policies and practices.

Other plans for the Society are to build on existing relationships with municipal partners to
work on a co-ordinated approach to increase awareness and reduce the number of bears
killed on the North Shore.

The Society will continue with its present education outreach programs that are outlined in
this report and modify them for different audiences and the changing needs of the
communities. In addition, we will continue to work to increase residents’ knowledge and
understanding of wildlife to support their need to feel comfortable living in close proximity.
We will continue to expand on our outreach targeting those recreating on the north Shore
to help reduce human impact and surprise bear encounters.
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Board Meetings and Annual General Meeting, as well as for the North Shore Working
Group meetings, in non-COVID times.

In addition, we appreciate the District Bear Line [604-990-BEAR (2327)] which makes
it easy for North Shore residents to report bear or attractant sightings and to request
information or support with their attractant management challenges.

The Society appreciates the working relationships with Parks, Engineering, Solid
Waste and Bylaw Officer Service Departments in the three municipalities.

The Society is grateful for the expertise of bear behaviour expert and bear viewing
guide Ellie Lamb and Urban Wildlife Specialist, Tom Saare, who both share their
expertise as Directors on our board, joining: Margot Finlay, Danielle Herschmiller,
Emily Pickett, Christina Prikryl, Tony Webb, Jonathan Yasayko, and Janet Ying Yan.

Volunteers

As with every other year, our volunteers contributed to the success of the Society’s
education programs. The Society is fortunate to have committed people who
contributed in a variety of ways; in particular, placing and removing bear-in-area
signs, canvassing, new homeowner project and assisting at community events. In
2021, the work of volunteers assisted with the prevention of human-bear encounters
on the North Shore and helped us to record data for this report. We are exceptionally

grateful for the increased volunteer support we have received in recent years and our
intentions are to increase opportunities and volunteer engagement.

A special mention to Danielle Herschmiller, who volunteered year-round to assist our
Executive Director by responding to reports, canvassing, creating social media posts,
strengthening our North Vancouver School District relationships, observing bears in
the community, assisting at educational displays and managing the Society for much
of the summer to allow Luci to focus on the website.

A special mention to Sean Herschmiller, who donated weeks of his time and graphic
design knowledge to help us create a new website. We could not have completed the
project without him. In addition to a new design and features, the operating costs of
the new site are significantly smaller.



